A Driver’s Rights Card: A Free “Stay Out of Jail” Card

A card to carry with you wherever you go, a driver’s rights card outlines your legal rights when
stopped by the police, which helps you declare your rights clearly and safely. If stopped by an
officer, share the card below which should be separated from the instructions.

How to Use It:

1. Keep the card with you at all times: Whether it's kept in a wallet, purse or you simply
save a photo of it to your phone, consider this an essential document to have readily
accessible.

2. If questioned by law enforcement, hand the card to the officer(s). This applies to
questions beyond that of:

a. Asking for proof of identification (drivers license, state-issued ID, etc.)
b. Proof of insurance (if pulled over)
c. Vehicle registration (if pulled over)
3. Exercise your right to remain silent
Abide by the instructions on the card
5. Do NOT obstruct, and do NOT give up your rights: Be calm, polite and collected during
the interaction. You are not there to argue, at the same time you are not to
self-incriminate nor feed them information that you are not required to provide.
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If You Are Pulled Over:

1. Remain cool, calm & collected

- Put your hazard lights on and find the nearest, safest spot (often the “shoulder” of the
road) to pull over.

- Turn your car engine off.

- Place your hands at the top of the steering wheel and wait for the officer to come by your
vehicle.

- You are required to provide your proof of insurance, vehicle registration and proof
of identification

- If asked to step outside of the vehicle, you are required to step outside.

2. Know your rights, keep your composure

- Anything you say can and will be used against you. An officer’s role is not to determine
innocence nor guilt; they are there to support a case being made against you.

- If an officer “just wants to talk to you” about the situation at hand, invoke your right to
remain silent by saying “I refuse to talk to you until | speak to my lawyer”.

- In the state of Maryland, refusing to take the breathalyzer test or other forms of chemical
testing will result in a loss of your driving privileges for an extended period of time.
However, refusing a breath test means that there is no BAC to be used against you.

- In the state of Maryland, it is your legal right and YOU SHOULD REFUSE standardized
field sobriety testing (ie roadside tests, one leg stand, follow the finger, etc.). This is one
of if not the biggest mistake those who are accused of driving under the influence make;
this form of testing is designed for you to fail even if you are completely sober.

- Don’t argue, resist or overshare with the police; exercise your right to remain silent.



- When asked, provide a copy of your driver’s license, vehicle registration as well as proof
of insurance for the vehicle.

- If an officer proposes bringing a drug recognition expert (DRE) to evaluate you, it is your
right and is advised that you should decline them doing so.

3. Contact a lawyer immediately

- Regardless of what you are charged with, you need a lawyer.

- ltisin your best interests to hire a trial attorney who specializes in traffic cases.

- DUI cases are complex matters that require a skilled, experienced team of professionals
to defend your rights and advocate for your best interests.

- The sooner you take action, the better.

4. Document & Avoid Discussion

- Write down your summary of what occurred that night; every detail matters.

- Do not discuss the details of your situation with anyone aside from your attorney.

- Gather all of your paperwork

Scan the QR code attached here to schedule a free consultation with our
law firm or call us at 301.321.7277
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Driver’s Rights Card

To any and all law enforcement officers reading this, | am handing this card to you as | do not
wish to speak to you nor have any further contact. | am exercising my constitutional right to
remain silent and refuse to answer your questions. Please refer to the following:

I am willfully tendering my driver’s license, vehicle registration and proof of insurance.
| respectfully request the return of my documents as | have not committed any crime.
If I am not under arrest and | am not being detained, | seek to depart immediately.

I am invoking my 5th Amendment right to remain silent

| refuse to participate in any form of field sobriety testing

| do NOT consent to breath or blood testing

I do NOT consent to a search of my person, vehicle or any other property

Should | be under arrest, | am invoking my 6th Amendment right to an attorney
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ASSERTION OF RIGHTS: To any and all law enforcement officers reading this document, be
advised that:

| refuse to communicate with you until | have spoken to my attorney

| do not consent to a search of my body, premises, personal effects or my vehicle.
Any and all questions you have can be directed to my attorney.

| do not consent to participating in any line-up nor physical acts without speaking to my
lawyer

If I am under arrested and/or being detained at this time, | am invoking my 5th
amendment right to remain silent; my lawyer must be present for any questioning

| do not consent to any search, impoundment or inventory of my personal property
should | be detained and/or taken into custody.

If | am not under arrest, | want to leave now.

If I am not being detained nor am | being arrested, tell me now so that | may leave
immediately.

In Summary:

Remain as calm as you can.

Do not resist nor argue.

Exercise your right to remain silent.

Provide proof of insurance, registration and your driver’s license

DO NOT CONSENT TO:
- Field sobriety testing (ex. Follow the finger, walk in a straight line, etc.)
- Search of your vehicle
- Breath test*

Know that anything you say can and will be used against you






